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We act for, and on behalf of, the religious institutions, organizations and senior 

theologians in the Muslim community as identified in the schedule annexed hereto, 

marked “A”. Our clients represent the broad interests of a significant part of the 

Muslim community in the matter of the impact of the lockdown regulations 
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promulgated under the Disaster Management Act, 2002, in particular insofar as they 

relate to the suspension of the activities of mosques and related places of worship in 

the country.  

It is our fervent supplication that this communication finds you well by the grace and 

mercy of the Almighty God.  

At the outset, we record our sincerest appreciation and admiration for the sterling 

work of our Government, under the over-arching stewardship of our Honorable 

President, in the fight against the coronavirus pandemic that has engulfed almost the 

entire world. The measures thus far taken by the Government on the advice and 

recommendations of the National Coronavirus Command Council represent a brave 

and determined effort to protect and save the lives of the people of our country.  This 

is a very trying and challenging time in the history of our country.  We pray that 

Almighty God by His Grace and Mercy delivers us from this pandemic with ease and 

comfort and makes us an even stronger and more resilient nation in its aftermath.  

We are on the cusp of the holiest and most sacred month of the Islamic calendar, 

i.e. the month of Ramadaan, the commencement of which will coincide with the 24th 

April 2020. Muslims throughout the world are enjoined to steadfastly engage in 

prayer and fasting throughout the month. Worship in mosques in this month, in 

particular, is a vital discipline indispensable to the maintenance and promotion of the 

required ethos. Furthermore, and inasmuch as Muslims are obliged to abstain  from 

food and drink from dawn to sunset each day,  the need for daily feeding and food 

distribution schemes to alleviate the plight of the disadvantaged  takes on a 

heightened significance in Ramadaan. The vast majority of mosques in our country 

become centers for daily feeding and food distribution schemes. 

The lockdown regulations promulgated in terms of the Disaster Management Act 57 

of 2002 in terms of Government Notice 318 of 2020, as amended by GN 446 of 

2020, prohibit, inter alia, every gathering in any building, place or premises, including 

any place or premises used for religious purposes.  The direct impact of such 

prohibition was to force the closure of all mosques and other places of worship in the 

country. It is significant that the original regulations published on 18th March 2020 did 

not demand the closure of mosques and other places of religious worship. They 

merely imposed a restriction on gatherings therein by limiting any congregation to a 

maximum of 100 people. We rigorously and religiously adhered to such 

congregational limitation at the time. 

The complete closure of religious centers until 30 April 2020 in terms of the 

subsequent amendments to the regulations effectively means that mosques are 

required to remain inaccessible until at least the first week of the month of 



Ramadaan, assuming for the moment that the denial of access until then would not 

be further extended.  Such state of affairs would have an extremely disruptive and 

prejudicial effect on the wider Muslim community for the reasons aforementioned.  

It is widely recognized that the coronavirus pandemic demands the implementation 

of measures to protect and promote the physical health of our citizens.  There is 

however an equally important consideration that demands the preservation and 

promotion of the holistic development of people, namely the protection and 

promotion of their spiritual and psychological well-being.  The maintenance and 

promotion of prayer and related disciplines of worship in environments most 

conducive thereto is central to that objective.  The complete denial of access to 

mosques and other places of worship, which are considered by the faithful to be 

sanctuaries of peace, blessing and mercy, is bound to have a deleterious effect on 

the holistic well-being of people. 

It is in the foregoing context that we humbly request the Presidency and the 

Government of our country to ameliorate the rigor of the lockdown regulations in so 

far as they indiscriminately impose a blanket prohibition on attendance at mosques 

and other places of worship. We are not requesting completely uncontrolled, 

unrestricted and unfettered access to mosques and other sites of worship. We 

accept that the requested easing of the prohibition must necessarily be subject to 

controls and measures that would reasonably address any potential risks associated 

with the potential spread of the coronavirus infection.  

Any reasonable control measures that Government may deem appropriate, on the 

advice of the National Coronavirus Command Council, as pre-conditions for 

attendance and gatherings at mosques for purposes of prayer and related worship 

would be faithfully adhered to. Without in any way seeking to be prescriptive, these 

control measures may include: 

(a) a limitation of a maximum 50 people (perhaps even fewer if deemed strictly 

necessary) in each congregation, provided that such limitation shall in no 

circumstances exceed 25% of the capacity of the relevant mosque or prayer facility;  

(b) the convening, if the circumstances so dictate, of multiple congregational prayer 

sessions, separated by intervals of between 30 to 45 minutes between 

congregations, at each facility; 

(c) the imposition of sanitary measures requiring compulsory hand sanitization of all 

attendees at points of entry or access and the compulsory donning of face masks 

and gloves. 

 



We are indeed mindful of the divergence of views within the Muslim community 

bearing on the question of the restoration in the present milieu of access to mosques 

and other places of worship. These views are far ranging and demand the 

uncontrolled and unfettered access to mosques, at one extreme, and a rigid and 

almost religious adherence to the regulations governing the lockdown at the other. 

The approach of our clients, however, is one that seeks to strike a delicate balance 

between the spiritual dimensions bearing on the matter as informed by strict  Islamic 

Shariah law, on the one hand,  and the responsibility of our nation, on the other 

hand, to advance the Government's policy and commitment to minimize the potential 

spread of viral infection by the implementation of a series  measures  that are 

necessary in a manner that would,  wherever  possible avoid negating the 

injunctions of faith and spirituality. 

We also place on record that a large number of medical professionals in our 

community have pledged a firm and unwavering commitment to actively participate 

in the oversight and implementation of any reasonable control measures that may be 

imposed as preconditions to the grant of our clients’ requested relaxation of the 

regulations. 

We respectfully implore you accede to this sincere and impassioned request. 

We respectfully await your urgent response. 

 

Yours Faithfully 

 

----------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

 



           “A” 

Schedule of the religious institutions, organizations, mosques and senior 

theologians we represent. 

List of institutions, organizations and mosques  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

B. List of Senior Muslim Theologians we represent 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 


